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TRANSCRIPT  

16th June 2020 

 

The StandbyU Foundation believes in the power of families and communities. 

We believe that every vulnerable person has a connection in their life that 

once made aware, would care enough to act to keep them safe. 

The Chief Executive Officer of the foundation, Chris Boyle was invited to share with the Lord Mayor 

and Councillors of Brisbane City Council an update on the work that the organisation is doing in 

partnership with Brisbane enterprise Commsync to provide wearable safety technology to children 

caught within family violence scenarios across the Brisbane Local Government Area 

Mr Chair, Lord Mayor and Councillors’ 

My name is Chris Boyle and I am the Founder and Executive Director of the StandbyU 

Foundation. 

Firstly, allow me to congratulate the Council on its recently announced Domestic and Family 

Violence Prevention Strategy.  As the level of government that is closest to the community, 

Council has a particularly important role to play in addressing the scourge of domestic violence. 

I am proud to live in a city that looks after its most vulnerable and supports its start ups and 

social enterprises too.  Last year, Brisbane City Council stood up to the scourge of domestic 

violence and supported our Brisbane founded charity, StandbyU Foundation, to keep 50 children 

safe from domestic violence.   

On behalf of those children and their families, I am here to share with you the meaningful 

outcomes of that support and thank you.  

Children like six year old Aaron, who has learnt to ride his bike for the first time as he and his 

mum are no longer afraid to go outside in case the ex was hiding in the bushes; and Cindy (8) 

who is back sleeping in her own bed because she can finally fall asleep at night.  
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And I will never forget meeting Jo, Henry and Phoenix, siblings who were terrified that their 

father would find them since his release from prison.  Although they had moved to a new house,  

they were still scared to leave their home and go to school. Safe was not a feeling familiar to 

them and escaping a person does not mean you escape from your fear.  

The look in their eyes when they each received their very own safety watch is etched into my 

mind forever. Their voices grew louder and their excitement and energy was contagious as they 

finally saw an immediate and tangible solution to their worries.  They asked repeatedly, just to 

be sure, “So I can press this anytime and people will come running to me”. Yes was the answer 

from their family and friends who chose to be those responders.  

Somewhat embarrassingly, the children joked that Chris was a common name of the actors from 

the Avengers and that Chris from StandbyU was the Safety Watch Avenger.  Jo, who loved 

sewing with her grandmother, made me a superhero cap that is hanging proudly in our office.  

Though in reality we all know it is her and those other children who are the heroes in this story.    

In the time of the project, over 200 alerts have been triggered by these children, sending over 

1000 calls and messages to over 250 otherwise would-be bystanders who have chosen to be 

responders for those children who they love and care for.   

Not a single alarm has been escalated by those responders to police in that time. “The Solution 

is the Family Institution” and they just need the tools, plan and permission to act, which is what 

our charity provides through our StandbyU Shield.  

The world has changed since we last spoke - in more ways than one.  The tragic murder of 

Hannah Clarke and her children shocked the community and the country.  With this knowledge, 

we must act with the urgency, vigour and courage required to chart a new course which shifts 

conversations into actions, from asking who is responsible, to who will be part of the solution, 

from bystanders to responders.  Because we know that Connections Change Lives.  
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Of course, our charity is always open to grants to support our important work, and if the Council 

is inclined to provide further funding then we are always keen and ready to go.  However, a 

problem as big as this requires bold action, and to quote the Lord Mayor himself, I stand here 

before you to make sure the Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today. 

To continue to reach more vulnerable children and families, StandbyU wants to invite the 

Brisbane City Council to be part of the most significant community program ever to address 

domestic violence.  

StandbyU Foundation wants to work with the Council and the Lord Mayor Charitable Trust to 

establish the StandbyU Domestic Violence Appeal.  Like similar Appeals, this initiative will allow 

ratepayers across Brisbane to donate their $15 early payment discount to the Lord Mayor’s 

Charitable Trust, in which the funds will go towards directly supporting more children and 

women exposed to domestic violence across Brisbane.   

If only 10% of ratepayers contributed to this Appeal, StandbyU could keep 6000 children and 

families safe every year.   

Brisbane is a Smart and Connected City; we want to make it a Safe city too for children like Jo 

and Henry.   

If we want a better tomorrow, we must focus on the children of today.  

Once again, I thank you for your time and consideration.  
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About StandByU 

StandByU emerged out of a pursuit to inspire and support the community, and a desire for actions to 

speak louder than words. Often our most at risk are also the least financially able to seek support. 

StandByU was formed to truly help with the understanding that affordability should never be a limit 

to getting the support needed to live a safe and violence free life.  

The StandbyU Foundation's focus is on harnessing the power of families, friends and communities to 

keep vulnerable children, youth and adults safe from child abuse, child sexual abuse and domestic and 

family violence. We believe that family units are far better equipped to address these complex issues 

than government systems. 

 

About Commsync 

Commsync is an Australian Company which has developed bespoke personal safety wearable solutions 

utilising market leading and proven technology to protect and support those at greatest risk in our 

community  

Commsync was founded out of the belief that our vulnerable deserve a voice. That harnessing the 

power of technology to activate the power of friendship and family networks to support safety is best 

practice.  
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